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Reflective

Above the Mill

Providence Lookout is a welcoming outdoor space, beautifully maintained throughout the year, offering
sweeping views across the railway below and the Magog River to the remains of the former textile mill
founded in 1883. At the time, this vast industrial complex was one of the largest in Québec and the only one in
19th-century Canada to bring together spinning, weaving, bleaching and printing under a single roof.

In those days, coal smoke and soot billowed from its two towering chimneys, cloaking the landscape in a
heavy, lingering haze. At times, sharp, oily odours from the machinery and workshops, mixed with the
pungent, chlorine-like scent of bleaching agents, drifted on the wind, leaving a lasting impression on the
atmosphere of this manufacturing district.

Today, the site is peaceful and open, swept by a steady breeze that cools the face while carrying the scents
of the changing seasons, from nearby trees to drifting pollen. This striking contrast invites quiet reflection
and offers a glimpse into the vital role the railway once played in transporting raw materials and finished
goods. Though the coal smoke has long since disappeared, its scent seems to linger in memory, woven into
this landscape shaped by history.

Dogs

Dogs allowed

Address

Belvédère de la Providence

93 QC-108, Magog, QC J1X 1Y3

https://maps.app.goo.gl/zdqBdG3cQo2eCa3G7
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